Dear **name of MP**

My name is ** your name ** and I am writing to you to express my concern about the report from the Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters (JSCEM)

which recommends that the government should not continue to pursue accessible voting for people who are blind or vision impaired.

As an Australian who is ** blind/vision impaired **, I value my right to walk into a polling booth and vote which ever way I choose without anyone else

seeing my vote. This is a right protected by the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which the government has signed. Under Article

29 (Participation in Political and Public Life), the government should work:

a) To ensure that persons with disabilities can effectively and fully participate in political and public life on an equal basis with others, directly or

through freely chosen representatives, including the right and opportunity for persons with disabilities to vote and be elected, inter alia, by:

       i.            Ensuring that voting procedures, facilities and materials are appropriate, accessible and easy to understand and use;

    ii.            Protecting the right of persons with disabilities to vote by secret ballot in elections and public referendums without intimidation,

and to stand for elections, to effectively hold office and perform all public functions at all levels of government, facilitating the use of assistive

and new technologies where appropriate

** If you voted using the trial at the 2007 election, it would be good to talk about what that was like here **

I know that JSCEM is worried that there was not a very big turn out at the trial during the 2007 election, and that there are concerns it would cost too

much to keep the scheme going. I believe that over time more people who are blind or vision impaired will get involved in voting electronically as they

learn about the independence and privacy it offers. I also think the scheme is a good way to make voting more accessible for other people, like those who

do not read English very well.

I urge you to apply pressure to make sure that accessible electronic voting continues at Federal elections into the future. I am happy to meet with you

about this issue should you wish.

Yours sincerely,

** your name **

