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Introduction

Access to appropriate equipment can be integral to enabling a person who is blind or vision impaired to independently participate in the community.
Unfortunately for many people who are blind or vision impaired the funding, infrastructure or services don’t exist resulting, in a lack of access to specialist equipment, including Braille Slates, Perkins Braillers, white canes, magnifiers and talking products.

There are significant shortfalls in equipment within countries in The Oceanic Pacific Region.

Conversely there exists pockets of ‘preloved’ equipment that is no longer required by the person or agency who owns it.
However there is no system to match ‘surplus’ equipment to those in need.

The Solution

At the Asia Pacific Regional Assembly of the WBU (March, 2007), Mr Andrew Daly, Executive Director of the Royal Society for the Blind of South Australia (RSB), with the support of the Australian delegates, presented a proposal to create a web based equipment recycling scheme. This proposal was endorsed by the Regional Assembly to conduct a pilot within the subregion.
The aim of the website is to recycle low-technology equipment that is surplus to the needs of, or donated by, Australian and New Zealand service agencies to people who are blind or vision impaired in Pacific countries.

This website can be viewed at:

· www.rsb.org.au/wbu 

Key elements of the website include:
	· Equipment available
	·  Repairers

	· Equipment or spare parts requested
	·  Training available


Mail outs were conducted to all Australian and New Zealand Blindness Agencies, however donations to date have been slow and predominately from Blind Citizens Australia (BCA), RSB, Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children (RDBC) and Vision Australia (VA).

Mail outs were also conducted to agencies in the Oceanic Pacific Region and various support networks advising of the recycling website, however responses have been slow and generally by ‘word of mouth’.
The Results

The website was launched in November, 2007 and since has provided the following:

Papua New Guinea:  
Perkins Braillers, slate and stylus sets, Braille paper, audio cassettes, talking watches and magnifiers.
Samoa:


Perkins Braillers, slate and stylus sets.

Tonga:


Perkins Braillers and reading machines.

East Timor:


Range of Equipment
Vietnam


Talking products

Nepal



Magnifiers, Braille slates and stylus

Romania


Magnifiers

Cambodia


Magnifiers

Solomon Islands

Perkins Braillers
Issues to be addressed

· Raising awareness of the recycling website both within Australia and the Pacific Oceanic Region
· The limited time of operation doesn’t reflect the potential outcome and we believe ‘word of mouth’ will significantly increase people accessing the recycling website
· In places limited internet coverage and the skills of people to search the internet for equipment

· Many larger agencies in the Oceanic Pacific Region are pan-disability and not focused on blindness issues

· There are a number of agencies within Australia that have chosen to provide aid directly to other countries rather than participate in a co-operative arrangement

· Whilst not necessarily a bad thing there was a tendency for staff to circumvent the process and deal directly once contacted

How can you help or get involved
· Provide surplus equipment, and

· Make people aware of the scheme
