AUSTRALIAN BLINDNESS FORUM (ABF)
OVERSEAS AID FORUM

DRAFT PROGRAM
THEME:  What aid do we currently provide?   Can it be done better?  If so what do we need to do?
	Time
	Action

	

	 9.30 – 9.45
	Registration and Coffee


	

	 9.45 – 10.00
	Welcome and Introduction


	Andrew Daly

Chairperson ABF

	10.00 – 10.15
	'WVA share their experience of working with people with disabilities - what they have learned and the current approaches they use'.
	Thurza Sullivan
Asia Pacific Co-ordinator, World Vision


	10.15 – 10.30
	How does Ausaid assist people who are blind or vision impaired?  How can ABF members help?  What partnerships are able to be created? What funds may be available?

	Ausaid -  Speaker to be advised

	10.30 – 10.45
	The WBU and how it assists developing countries, in particular, the Asia Pacific Region?
	Mrs Maryanne Diamond

President, World Blind Union (WBU)

	10.45 - 11.00
	WBU in the Oceanic Region
	Dr Kevin Murfit,

Chairperson, Oceanic Region WBU

	11.00 - 11.15
	Vision 2020, working in developing countries in the Asia Pacific Region.
	Mrs Jennifer Gersbeck

Chief Executive Officer

Vision 2020 Australia

	11.15 – 11.30
	Coffee Break
	

	11.30 - 11.45
	Empowering Citizens, PNG
	Ms Robyn Gaile

Chief Executive Officer

Blind Citizens Australia

	11.45 – 12.00
	ABF Equipment Recycling Scheme
	Mr A Daly

Chairperson ABF

	12.00 – 12.15
	How can we ensure that information services are available to all people in the Asia Pacific?
	Ms Julie Rae

General Manager

Community Information Access

Vision Australia

	12.15 – 12.30
	“Education for All”, Timor - Leste
	Ms Frances Gentle, RIDBC & Renwick Centre



	12.30–12.45
	Education initiatives in the Pacific Region
	Ms Jan North, RIDBC



	12.45 – 1.00
	Looking for patterns, trends and issues
	Dr Mike Steer

	1.00 –  1.30
	Lunch


	

	1.30 – 3.00
	“Bring it all together”

Do we believe as ABF members we can help?

If so, what are the needs?

What can ABF members provide?

How do we manage the process in the future?
	

	3.00 – 3.15
	Thanks and Closure
	Dr Graeme White  *

Chief Executive Officer

Guide Dog Association of N.S.W. and A.C.T. and Royal Guide Dog Association of Victoria


* To be confirmed

