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About the Australian Blindness Forum
The Australian Blindness Forum (ABF) was formed in 1992 and, in 2007, was registered as an Australian public company limited by guarantee. It is funded through the contributions of its members, the major Australian organisations that serve around 500,000 people who are blind or vision impaired, and the national consumer organisation, Blind Citizens Australia.

Members of the ABF, reflecting the Australian Government’s policy on social inclusion, are committed to assisting people who are blind or vision impaired to become and remain independent, valued and active members of the community.

The main purposes of the ABF are to:

· Encourage exchange of information between members

· Exert influence on Government policy development

· Enable blindness sector representation both nationally and internationally

· Enable Australia to facilitate its membership of the World Blind Union

· Encourage and promote the development and equity of the level of services throughout Australasia
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Introduction
The Australian Blindness Forum (ABF) welcomes this opportunity to emphasise that the harmonisation of disability parking schemes across Australia should not result in the exclusion of eligible people who are blind or have low vision.

Currently there are 500,000 Australians with vision loss, including 50,000 who are blind, 4,000 of whom have a form of deafblindness. This total is estimated to increase to nearly 800,000 by 2024.
 

Proposed New Eligibility Criteria
PART 1 – NATIONALLY CONSISTENT ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
Criteria 3
The proposed harmonised disability parking scheme has a primary focus on the needs of people with severe mobility restriction. However, many people who are blind or have low vision, because of the restrictions imposed by their functional ability, also experience difficulty in achieving their aim to access the community.

There are a number of situations when people who are blind or have low vision require the assistance of another person. A disability parking permit would improve their ease of access and safe travel. Many people who are blind or have low vision wish to move around the community as independently as possible. However, they often require orientation to their immediate surroundings so that they can proceed independently but this raises some problems and the reasons they wish to have access to a disability parking permit include:

· People who use guide dogs find it dangerous to move around busy car parks – guide dogs are not trained in those settings and can become disoriented, creating safety problems for both the person and the dog. 
· People who use guide dogs or long canes need a wider space to move in and out of parked vehicles than the standard bay provides. 
· A parent who is guiding a child who is blind and pushing a shopping trolley has great difficulty in safely navigating through a car park – the parent needs to have the closest possible access to entrances to shopping malls, supermarkets, office buildings and the like. 

· People who are ageing and acquiring vision loss are difficult to guide, whether by someone they know or when it is offered by a stranger – they need to have the closest possible access to entrances to shopping malls, supermarkets, office buildings and the like. 
Rewording Criteria 3 to include a reference to ‘safely’ would help to ensure that people who are blind or have low vision are not excluded from being eligible.

Recommendation 1

That Criteria 3 is reworded to read:

You do not use a mobility or medical aid but your ability to walk safely is permanently restricted by a significant medical condition or disability, which sometimes requires the assistance of another person and limits your access to the community.
The ABF welcomes the proposal that people who currently hold a disability parking permit do not have to be re-assessed. Reflecting that approach, people who receive the Disability Support Pension (Blind) should be eligible to apply for a disability parking permit without being re-assessed. 
Recommendation 2

That people who have been assessed as eligible to receive the Disability Support Pension (Blind) do not have to be re-assessed for eligibility for a disability parking permit
When a person who is blind or has low vision applies for a disability parking permit, Orientation and Mobility (O&M) Instructors
, along with other occupational therapists, should be able to provide supporting documentation on their behalf.

Recommendation 3

That Orientation and Mobility Instructors are accredited to provide supporting documentation for people who are blind when they apply for a disability parking permit
PART 2 – PROPOSED NATIONAL MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR DISABILITY PARKING PERMIT CONCESSIONS
The ABF welcomes the proposed changes that provide a minimum period of one hour at parking bays that allow less than 30 minutes, and the doubling of periods allowed at other parking bays. However, the ABF is concerned that privately owned and controlled parking stations are not covered by the proposed harmonised scheme.

Recommendation 4

That the proposed nationally harmonised disability parking permit scheme includes privately owned and controlled parking stations 

� Clear Insight, The Economic Impact and Cost of Vision Loss in Australia, an Overview, Eye Research Australia and Access Economics, 2004


� O&M Instructors or Specialists work with people of all ages, who are blind or vision-impaired. They offer training in the use of mobility aids, orientation to the environment, realistic assessment of limitations, vision education and development of sensory awareness.
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