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Health System Capacity Development Fund
Comments on the Discussion Paper
1. Stakeholder details

	Name of Organisation
	Australian Blindness Forum

	Postal Address
	Locked Bag 3002

DEAKIN WEST   ACT   2600

	Contact details: phone, fax and e-mail
	Telephone: 02 – 6283 3214

Fax: 02 6281 3488

Email: gabrielle.mullen@nds.org.au


	Legal Status (e.g. incorporated, non-profit)
	Non Government Organisation

	Australian Business Number (ABN) or Australian Company Number (ACN) 
	ABN 47 125 036 857

	Key Contact person, title/position and contact details
	Gabrielle Mullen
Policy Adviser
Australian Blindness Forum
Email: gabrielle.mullen@nds.org.au
Web: www.nds.org.au



2. Comments

	Subject
	Your comments (including alternative suggestions and justification)

	a) Suggested objectives of the Fund


	The Australian Blindness Forum (ABF) was formed in 1992 and was registered as an Australian public company limited by guarantee in 2007. It is the peak body representing the blindness sector for the benefit of people who are blind or vision impaired. Members include organisations of and for the Blind.

The ABF is the Australian representative to the World Blind Union and is partnered with National Disability Services.
Members of the Australian Blindness Forum are committed to assisting people who are blind or vision impaired to become and remain independent, valued and active members of the community.
Specialist Services provided by members include adaptive technology, advocacy, accommodation support, Braille training and support, computer training, community support programs, counselling, education and training, employment services, equipment, guide dogs, independent living training, information in alternative formats to print, library services, orientation and mobility, recreation services, support for low vision, systemic advocacy and design advice.
The value of these services have been noted in numerous reports and includes reduction in the risk of self-harm, falls prevention and early admission to supported care.

Further information on the Australian Blindness Forum may be found via the website at http://www.australianblindnessforum.org.au
Vision impairment is not caused by aging but, as vision can diminish with age, there is a strong link between ageing and vision loss.  As the percentage of Australia’s population over the age of 50 is increasing the need for vision loss services and other aged care initiatives will steadily increase.
Early diagnosis and intervention can reduce the impact of vision loss and assist the client in maintaining independence and participation in the community.  This also translates into significant savings to Government funding.

The ABF is disappointed that the Commonwealth Government rarely seeks input from a broad range of stakeholders in the development of its policies and frameworks.  The ABF would be happy to act as an intermediary in this regard.
The ABF supports the broad Fund objective namely to strengthen the capacity of the Australian Health system.

However, we would like clarification on the underlying guiding principles as follows:

1. Build organisational capacity

Further information with regard to the organisations being referred to would assist us in responding to this point.  As would the Funds definition of ‘capacity’.

2. Represent or support people experiencing health inequalities

The ABF supports any reasonable strategy to ensure that people, irrespective of background or physical location, have access to appropriate health services. However, we believe that state based programs have a more in depth understanding of local issues and would therefore be more effective than a generic national program.
3. Inform the development population – health based approaches

An explanation of this principle would assist us in providing meaningful feedback.

4. Prioritise Heath promotion

Again, an explanation of this principle would be appreciated.  However, a strategic and seamless approach to funding would be more productive. 
5. Inform and communicate health care reforms to members

Again, the ABF would be happy to act as an intermediary in the dissemination of information. Clear and timely information would be appreciated by all parties.

6. Assist to build a more responsive, person-centered health care system

The ABF supports this principle.  

7. Build collaborative partnerships

Again, the ABF supports this and would be happy to act as an intermediary.   Funding processes should be developed to encourage collaboration rather than competition.

8. Support evidence-based practice and evaluation

Please provide more information on the criteria and evaluation processes being considered.

9. Increase the primary health care evidence-base

We would also appreciate more information on this point.

The relationship between the overall objective and the principles listed above needs clarification to ensure funding is allocated appropriately. 

     

	b) Suggested priority Funding areas (including your comments about priorities that can be considered in future funding rounds)


	The ABF strongly disagrees with the focus on national programs.

This assumes that the issues and inequities are consistent Nationally which is not accurate.  
This focus on a National programs also excludes the invaluable support that may be lost in local communities.

In response to the Priority Areas:

1. help inform policy development and contribute to safe, high quality health care systems
The ABF supports with this

2. Support the development of research capacity

Research should be focused on identifiable needs. 

3. Supporting population health improvements

The ABF agrees with this provided that the engagement and participation of all relevant stakeholders is a priority. 



	c) General comments on the discussion paper for example any perceived omissions or anomalies and suggested alternative approaches


	The discussion paper should incorporate early intervention as a guiding principle. It has been proven that the earlier clients access services the greater likelihood there is of reducing the impact of vision impairment.


	d) Other relevant information (for example any economic or research based evidence supporting the key points discussed in the paper or in your comments)


	We refer the Commonwealth Government to the ABF’s paper to the Productivity Commission.  Other reports can be provided as required.



