AUSTRALIAN BLINDNESS FORUM

ABN 47 125 036 857

All correspondence to: C/- Locked Bag 3002 DEAKIN WEST ACT 2600

Phone: 02 6283 3214 Fax: 02 6281 3488

Email: margaret.verick@nds.org.au 
NOTES OF 2008 ABF MEMBERS’ FORUM

Date: Thursday 16 October 2008 
Venue: Vision Australia, 454 Glenferrie Road, Kooyong VIC 

REPORT OF THE ABF CHAIR
The notes used for the Chair’s report are attached (Attachment A).
REPORTS FROM CHAIRS OF ABF POLICY SUBCOMMITTEES

Policy Subcommittees

The Policy Subcommittees were set up by the Board of Directors in 2007 to develop ABF policies; they involved Board members and representatives of ABF members. 

Action:

· Membership of each Policy Subcommittee to be reconsidered when each policy is reviewed : Board of Directors
Access to Equipment
David Blyth did not give a separate report as it is covered by the presentation on the ABF Access to Equipment Policy and Proposed Nationally Consistent Strategy for Assistive Technology item below.
Access to Information
Andrew Daly reported that plans were being developed to implement the policy, including writing to and seeking a meeting with the Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Children’s Services, Bill Shorten.
The World Blind Union’s ‘Right to Read Campaign’ relates to taking action on this policy and information on this has been requested.
The Round Table on Access to Information for People with Print Disabilities (RT) was working on similar issues but was not aware of the ABF policy. The policy would be presented to RT’s next Executive Meeting and an RT representative could be included on the ABF policy subcommittee. Robyn McKenzie is the consumer representative on the RT Executive. 
Mr Menses suggested the inclusion of DAISY as a world standard. It was agreed that Mr Daly would consult the membership on this issue.
He believed that actions to implement the policy need to be prioritised so that government is directed to achieving early gains, for example, by changing copyright legislation rather than only focusing on implementing other key changes that are longer-term. More detail is required on costs, numbers and about expectations.

Action: 

· Formally approach RT to seek their input into implementation of the policy and participate in the next RT teleconference meeting: A Daly
· Approach the Australian Government for the establishment of a working party to implement the policy: A Daly 
· Seek member views on the inclusion of DAISY as the world standard. A Daly
Braille Literacy and Numeracy
Gerard Menses said that he had delegated the chairing role to Michael Simpson of Vision Australia. While the policy had subsequently been adopted by the ABF, there are some remaining concerns about the content, such as the lack of focus on United English Braille (UEB), that still need to be addressed. While both the ABF and the Australian Braille Authority (ABA) had endeavoured to meet about the policy, this has not eventuated and now needs to happen as soon as possible. 

Agreement about the content of the policy must be reached before the Louis Braille Bicentenary Celebrations in January 2009 as the ABF will be part of promoting the importance of Braille to the blind and vision impaired communities. A list of activities in Australia to celebrate the Bicentenary is currently being developed – a major event will be the Powerhouse Museum’s exhibition which will travel around Australia for a few years.
That there is variability of Braille training across Australia, as stated in the policy, is evidenced by the fact that all state departments of education do it differently.

Action:

· Arrange a meeting of key ABA people to itemise concerns about the content of the policy: G Menses; F Gentle

Education and Children’s Services
Tony Wright reported that this very active committee developed the policy by reaching consensus from opposing points of view, particularly around the tension between the role of National Unified Lifeskills Model (NULM) and educators in providing support to families.
The next steps required Commonwealth, State and Territory government departments responsible for education, together with independent and Catholic school authorities, to work together seamlessly to provide optimum parent support and lifeskills training so that children can achieve age appropriate development from infancy to young adulthood.

Funding as ‘Invest to Grow’ projects under the FaHCSIA ‘Stronger Families and Communities Strategy’ had assisted with the development of the NULM and with the founding and operation of the RIDBC Teleschool (see presentation below). It is important that this vital funding continues after the present period finishes in June 2009.

SPEVI (South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment) in 2004 adopted a set of principles and standards that related to the Disability Discrimination Act and linkages between these and the ABF policy should again be considered. 
Action:

· NDS and the ABF to advocate for FaHCSIA to extend funding for ‘Invest to Grow’ projects beyond June 2009: K Baker; A Daly
· Reconsider relationship of SPEVI Standards and Principles Document and ABF policy: Subcommittee
Employment
Gerard Menses had delegated the chairing role to Tim Evans but, as he was no longer with Vision Australia, he was not able to provide a report today. However, the subcommittee, which involved representatives of Vision Australia, Royal Society for the Blind of SA and Association for the Blind of WA, (which is not an ABF member), had agreed on the current policy. RSB SA and Vision Australia will continue to collaborate to achieve implementation of the policy. 

Vision Australia is conducting research into the level of unemployment and underemployment of people who are blind or vision impaired and will ask ABF member organisations to become involved. 
Andrew Daly suggested that the ABF contact DEEWR to identify any shortfalls in services nationally.

The review of this policy should take into account what outcomes have been achieved from access to education and training by people who are blind or vision impaired.

Action:

· Seek representation on NDS National Committees on Employment (both Open and Business Services): RSB and VA
· Invite ABF members to be involved in research: VA
· Contact DEWR to identify any national shortfall in services. A Daly
National Vision Loss Rehabilitation Services Plan
Tony Wright reported that the primary aim was to work with Vision 2020 Australia to move forward the proposal and recommendations in the Low Vision and Rehabilitation submission made to the Community and Disability Services Ministers’ Conference in 2006. This year, FaHCSIA advised NDS that the former National Eye Health Initiative (NEHI) working group has been renamed the Low Vision Services Working Group. It is an inter-governmental body only (Commonwealth, States and Territories). All state/territory governments are currently responding to a questionnaire that will map low vision services – what exists, how they operate and who receives them. A representative of NEHI will meet with AIHW as part of the process to identify data on vision loss. A list of key stakeholders will be identified and a key stakeholders’ engagement paper will be developed. ABF/NDS has advised FaHCSIA that both organisations wish to be involved as key stakeholders and kept aware of the progress of the project.
A program of the Department of Health and Ageing that provides $13.4 million for demonstration grant projects is helping to improve referrals from health to rehabilitation services. However, not all the funds from the first two funding rounds have been spent: around $8 million remains unspent.

Action:

· ABF write to Vision 2020 Australia to request DOHA on plans for for its plans for the unspent funds: A Daly; M Verick

Access to Assistive Technology and proposed nationally consistent approach
Originally initiated by RSB SA some years ago, the ABF’s Access to Equipment policy was developed by the ABF through the Policy Subcommittee. The policy was then presented by NDS and the ABF to the Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Children’s Services, Bill Shorten. The policy became the catalyst for the Australian Government’s commitment to develop and implement a nationally consistent approach to the provision of aids and equipment (assistive technology) – a significant breakthrough. 
FaHCSIA is the lead agency for developing the approach. At the end of August, NDS hosted the first meeting at which the ABF was represented. The discussion increased the understanding of the questions that need to be asked in the development of an approach that will benefit the disability sector, but not yet the answers. 
ABF AND NDS WORKING TOGETHER
Ken Baker, Chief Executive of National Disability Services, said that NDS values its relationship with the ABF through the memorandum of understanding. Over the last year it had worked well, particularly through collaboration with Tony Wright. It is important that ABF policies are connected to the bigger policy landscape including the key national developments that will affect the blindness sector, including those listed below.
Tax and pension review: there is some willingness by government to lift the fringe benefits cap to $40,000 currently waiting on the review report.
National Compact aims to improve the relationship with the not-for-profit sector and provide a vehicle to negotiate high-level concerns such as accountability, funding the erosion of the independence of non-government organisations. Ken Baker is on the Reference Group which will help to guide the Compact’s development.
Social Inclusion is the basis of many national policies (and can be linked to the need for a national approach for aids and equipment). There has been no public consultation to date but NDS has met with Parliamentary Secretary Ursula Stevens, who has carriage and reports to Deputy Prime Minister Julia Gillard. NDS wants disability to have a prominent position in the Social Inclusion Agenda. The Prime Minister and Cabinet’s Social Inclusion Unit is responsible for a whole-of-government approach.
National Disability Agreement (NDA) will be signed by December 2008 and will replace the CSTDA. The NDA will relate to the National Disability Reform Plan’s and its eight priorities and move away from crisis management to long-term planning. A paper identifying the way forward for the national aids and equipment strategy under the NDA needs to be developed and a timeline needs to be pushed.

The disability sector of HACC is likely to move to FaHCSIA although some states are resistant to this. The HACC target group is people over 65 years but people with disability miss out in some states where HACC will not fund disability services. HACC growth has been 6 percent whereas it is only 3 percent for disability. The NDA will have clearer KPIs that can be evaluated, linked to population based benchmarking to set funding targets and performance, improved data on early intervention for severe disability and a workforce strategy.
National Workforce Plan: will be part the National Disability Agreement, but no clear direction will be given before mid 2009. The KPMG report identified that the community needs to understand that disability is not a volunteer workforce. NDS has a National Workforce Research Project and the first National Workforce Conference will be held in May 2009.
Disability Strategy in Overseas Aid has been adopted by AusAID and launched at the recent first ADDC International Conference. This was achieved by collaborative input from NDS and the other founding members of Australian Disability & Development Consortium, ACFID and Christian Blind Mission Australia.
National Disability and the Arts Strategy: The Cultural Ministers Council has released a discussion paper – NDS will make a submission.
Purchasing Services and Individualised Funding: NDS has developed a paper which will be ready to circulate shortly.
National People with Disabilities and Carers Council replacing the National Disability Ministerial Advisory Council has 28 members including Maryanne Diamond, Ron McCallum AO and Ken Baker.
National Disability Strategy is based broadly on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which Australia recently ratified. This development reflects a recommendation of the Senate Inquiry into the CSTDA.

The Chair, Tony Wright, thanked Ken Baker for his presentation and his significant support of the ABF over the last year.

Action:
· Relate all ABF policies to national initiatives: M Verick; Directors

· Develop way forward for aids and equipment national strategy in collaboration with NDS: A Daly; K Baker

KEY ISSUES FROM MEMBERS

Vision Australia’s Education Centre

Gerard Menses referred to recent media coverage about the future of the Burwood School. He advised that Vision Australia had decided to sell the school and is expecting some negative media as a result. This decision was taken after a government funding cut and after reaching the understanding that education of children was no longer one of VA’s core roles.
From 18 December 2009, the responsibility for the education of all students from the VA Education Centre will be transferred to the Victorian Government and other specialist education providers. VA will continue to support students on a needs assessed basis during the 2010 school year. Relocation of the school had been considered and rejected. It will take 14 months to relocate children into mainstream or special schools. This will free up funds in the state government and the organisation to be applied to other activities. Vision Australia cannot guarantee that all Burwood School teachers will be taken into the government’s education department.

Overview from Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children (RIDBC)

· Professional Publications: Mike Steer provided a handout and reported that RIDBC plays a central role in producing a number of publications: the textbook ‘Towards excellence: Effective education for students with vision impairements’; ‘Journal of South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment’ (JSPEVI); ‘International Journal of Orientation and Mobility’ (IJOM) and the deafblindness publications  ‘ADBC Beacon’ and Australian Report and ‘DbI Review’ (Attachment B)
· RIDBC Activities: Jan North reported that RIDBC is an educator for 0-18 year-olds that works in collaboration with other organisations, particularly Vision Australia and CanDo4Kids. Last year, fifty-seven students had graduated from RIDBC Renwick Centre, a centre for research and professional studies in the field of education for children with sensory disabilities. The Centre is administered by RIDBC and affiliated with the University of Newcastle. 
From the 1970s, self-help skills have been included in RIDBC’s early intervention and intensive educational services to families with children 0-3 years. A full assessment service is provided by staying at RIDBC, to anyone in Australia. 
RIDBC Teleschool provides a high-quality service to families living in rural and regional areas of Australia who have a child diagnosed with hearing and/or vision loss. The video-conferencing service is available for families from the time their baby or toddler is diagnosed with a hearing or vision loss, until school entry age. Services are also provided to school-age children with a hearing impairment. The RIDBC Teleschool concept can be applied to any human service and it is hoped the Australian Government will pick this up. More information is available at http://www.ridbc.org.au/services/teleschool.asp. 
· Activities in the Pacific: Frances Gentle reported that the Education for All – Vision Impairment (EFA-VI) campaign is underway in the Pacific. UNESCO supports the Global Campaign but does not identify disability. A training manual can be supplied free-of-charge and a distance education course can be provided to anyone learning Braille in the South Pacific. RSB SA was acknowledged as being very helpful in supplying equipment to organisations in South Pacific countries. More information about ICEVI is at http://www.icevi.org/. 
· Paediatric Vision Impairment Register: John Ravenscroft spoke on ‘How can we plan service for children with vision impairments without knowing how many, their location and their vision/health status?’ (Attachment C).  Estimates to date indicate that there are 4,725 children aged 0-18 years with vision impairment in Australia. This is very close to the estimated 5,000 in separate work done by a consultant for Vision Australia. A request has been made to the Australian Bureau of Statistics for access to the unpublished data on vision impairment it holds – a response has not yet been received but any information will be shared with the ABF. 
He referred to the OzVisKids Club, which is related to AAPVI (Australian Association for Parents of Vision Impaired), and said that he would collaborate with the Errol Ingram on its relationship to the Aussie Blind Kids Network and website (see next item).
National Unified Lifeskills Model (NULM) and Aussie Blind Kids Network (ABK)
Errol Ingram, Guide Dogs Tasmania, welcomed the focus of the RIDBC Teleschool and its emphasis on family learning at their time and convenience and in their home. 
He referred to the ABF policy on Education and Children’s Services and the development of the ABF Project on the NULM that began five years ago. He acknowledged the significant contribution made to the project by Tony Wright and Guide Dogs Tasmania over that period.
His presentation on the NULM (PPT presentation available on request) set out its benefits for ABF members. The way forward requires ABF members to decide to use and sponsor the project and maintain the website. While significant funds had been raised through philanthropic bodies, a shortfall of $35,000 had been borne by Guide Dogs Tasmania for research and development, primarily for the employment of the project coordinator. The R&D contribution by Guide Dogs Tasmania cost $35,000 and the ABK website will require $17,000 per annum for ongoing maintenance. The project will not receive further support from Guide Dogs Tasmania, but Errol will continue its development as part of his postgraduate studies.
ABK offers ABF members a cost effective and efficient system for contributing their experise and delivering equitable outreach to families throughout Australia via the ABK Network. ABK requires the ongoing financial support of ABF members to continue. The ABK website (separate from the NULM website) will need to be moderated by a Committee, say, made up of representatives of Vision Australia, RIDBC, and CanDo4Kids.
Errol said that he has had talks with John Ravenscroft about what each is trying to achieve through the ABK Network and the OzVisKids Club and that ongoing coordination between the two was vital. 

Action:
· Draft a letter to ABF members setting out what is needed for the NULM project and ABK website  in funds, staff or in-kind support: E Ingram

INTERNATIONAL

Report on World Blind Union
Maryanne Diamond, as the newly elected President of the World Blind Union (WBU), gave an overview of the international organisation’s work and its status with the United Nations and other international bodies. The WBU has members in 175 countries and a focus on the 160 million people in the world who are blind. In 2006, for the first time, the WBU established its own secretariat in Canada.
The WBU focuses on major issues such as the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Professor Ron McCallum AO has been nominated for membership of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to monitor the Convention.

The WBU Executive and Regional Chairs will meet in London in December 2008 to develop a four-year work plan. Some of the key issues to be addressed are: growing WBU membership; strengthening and establishing new partnerships with key organisations; the unacceptable levels of unemployment; improving access to children’s education; regional leadership program; and building the WBU’s resources.
‘Listening to the Children’, the first international congress involving blind and partially sighted children in Spain in July, included two representatives from Australia.

The President’s travel will be extensive as she is required to attend Officers and Executive meetings and participate at WBU and other events, including the Louis Braille Bicentenary celebrations in Paris in January 2009. Maryanne acknowledged the vital support she is receiving from her employer, Vision Australia, and through the Australian Government’s funds of $349,200 approved for her travel following the ABF submission to the Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Children’s Services, Bill Shorten.

The Chair offered the ABF’s congratulations to Maryanne on her unanimous election to this important international role.

WBU Pacific-Oceania Sub-region activities
Kevin Murfitt, Chair of the Pacific-Oceania Sub-region, referred to the WBU structure that places the Sub-region under the Asia Pacific Region, which is chaired by Japan. As the Sub-region Chair, he will attend the next regional meeting to be held next month. He reported that the Danish Association for the Blind has been assisting Papua New Guinea to form the PNG Blind Union, which should be accomplished soon – it will then be able to become a member of the WBU.

Louis Braille Bicentenary January 2009

Gerard Menses reported that Vision Australia had been working to develop activities to celebrate the Bicentenary in Australia. An Australia Post pre-stamped envelope will be released on 28 November at the Power House Museum in Sydney. This launch will help to showcase the Louis Braille exhibition that the Museum is hosting. Robyn McKenzie reported that BCA is working with the Reserve Bank of Australia to upgrade and release a new version of the bank note guide. A number of other activities and events are planned across Australia. A Louis Braille Working Party, administered by Vision Australia, is coordinating these.

WBU Pacific-Oceania Equipment Recycling Scheme
Andrew Daly tabled a report, prepared in conjunction with Kevin Murfitt, on the presentation of best practice at the WBU General Assembly in Geneva in August 2008. Equipment had been provided through the website to Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Tonga, East Timor, Vietnam, Nepal, Cambodia and the Solomon Islands and, outside of the region, to Romania. The report draws attention to the issues that remain to be addressed, including the need to raise awareness of the recycling website both within Australia and the region. If the WBU wishes to expand this scheme, the website could either be copied to create a mirror image in other regions or combined as a worldwide website. More information about the scheme is at http://www.rsb.org.au/wbu/index.html. 
Election of Australia’s Delegates to the World Blind Union 2008-2012

Australia is entitled to four delegates who will attend and vote at assemblies of the WBU during the four-year period 2008 to 2012. Two delegates, Cheryl Pascual and Robyn McKenzie, have been appointed by Blind Citizens Australia for that period. The other two delegates were required to be elected by the ABF. A call for nominations was circulated with due notice and, following the ballot cast by members present and with proxies provided, Jan North and Andrew Daly were elected.

ABF Annual General

The minutes of this meeting are recorded separately.
ATTACHMENT A

AUSTRALIAN BLINDNESS FORUM

NOTES FOR REPORT BY THE ABF CHAIR, TONY WRIGHT, TO THE SECOND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 16 OCTOBER 2008

ACHIEVEMENTS, DEVELOPMENTS

With the incorporation of the ABF as a public company limited by guarantee occurring in April 2007, the first AGM was held in Melbourne last year on 19 November.

In reviewing the past year, I want to thank the members of the current board and the directors who left during the year:

· The fist Chair, Sandy Gilliland, in July 2007 (moving on to the Australian Communication Exchange) after achieving the ABF constitution and registration of ABF as an Australian public company limited by guarantee

· Nadia Mattiazzo in August 2007 and Leigh Garwood in November 2007

· Joe Finucane is resigning from the Board after his valued involvement with the ABF and serving as Treasurer for many years 

Thanks also to Margaret Verick, ABF Project Officer, for her support to me in my role as Chair of ABF.

I also want to thank the directors that took on the responsibility of chairing the six policy subcommittees, and for the work they and the members of those subcommittees helped to achieve the development of ABF’s policies on:

· Access to Equipment

· Access to Information

· Braille Literacy and Numeracy

· Education and Children’s Services 

· Employment

· National Vision Loss Rehabilitation Services Plan

With Ken Baker of NDS, Maryanne Diamond and Gerard Menses, I presented all six policies to Parliamentary Secretary Bill Shorten in March 2008. It was evident that the collaboration between the ABF and NDS was appreciated by him. Subsequently, the policies were sent to the Opposition spokesperson, Cory Bernardi.

National Approach to Assistive Technology: After many years of expressing considerable concern about the ad hoc and unsatisfactory access to equipment, the NDS/ABF presentation of the ABF policy on Access to Equipment acted as a catalyst for the new Australian Government to announce the development of a nationally consistent approach. NDS hosted the first meeting in August, which included representatives of ABF, to explore what elements were needed to benefit the disability sector.

NULM: The development of the National Unified Lifeskills Model (NULM) as a project of the ABF over the last five years was possible because of the collaboration with CanDo4Kids, Vision Australia, Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children and Royal NZ Foundation of the Blind (although not a member of the ABF) and the subcommittee of G Menses, J Berryman, P Flynn, J Finucane and T Wright. The particular efforts of Errol Ingram and Tracey Parkhill with the support and significant resources of Guide Dogs Tasmania, and input from Claire Cotton and Stephanie Kain, had been critical to the NULM now moving into its implementation stage. The Chair said he was proud to have been involved with this project that aims to achieve improved outcomes for people who are blind or vision impaired. 

Aussie Blind Kids Network: The Aussie Blind Kids Network website, being developed as an adjunct to the NULM, was close to being launched but required ongoing support by ABF members for it to function effectively. Errol Ingram had provided more detail on both the NULM and the website during the ABF Members’ Forum held today.
WBU Pacific-Oceania Sub-region Recycled Equipment Project: The website, developed and administered by RSB SA, assisted the exchange of equipment donated by blindness organisations in Australia and New Zealand to organisations in Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Tonga and Timor Leste as well as interest from Romania. The ABF continues to encourage organisations to list their available equipment on the website
ABF website, developed and administered by RSB SA, contains information about the ABF, its policies, ABF Updates and links to the World Blind Union.

Memorandum of Understanding signed between NDS and the ABF has enabled the continued employment of the ABF Project Officer in the NDS National Office in Canberra and brought about effective collaboration including the joint presentation of ABF policies to Bill Shorten, Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Children’s Services. Further, the ABF has been able to provide input to national submissions including: 2008 Federal Budget; Access to Electronic Media and Pension Review

Access to DVDs: Following concerns expressed by the ABF, NDS and Deafness Forum Australia, FaHCSIA agreed to captioning and audio describing the first three DVDs in the ‘Key to Living Together’ series after their publication and, even better, to incorporate captioning and audio description in the development of the next three DVDs, one of which is about families of children with disability

World Blind Union: The Australia country report to WBU General Assembly August 2008 and report back to ABF members on the assembly were prepared by delegates Andrew Daly and Kevin Murfitt in consultation with BCA delegates Robyn McKenzie and Cheryl Pascual.

Many congratulations to Maryanne Diamond on her unopposed election as WBU President for four years 2008-2012. In consultation with Maryanne, the ABF made a successful submission to Parliamentary Secretary Bill Shorten for funding of $349,200 for her travel expenses over the four year period. The funding will be administered under Vision Australia (Maryanne’s employer) under a Cooperation Agreement between the ABF and Vision Australia.

ABF Updates: Summaries of current issues and events, emailed to ABF members each month, are recognised as a valuable source of current national and international news and information.
LOOKING AHEAD

Policy implementation and review: The content of all policies will be reviewed over the coming year in the light of any outstanding issues, government initiatives and changes in the environment. Implementation of the policies needs to be proactive and, where necessary, funding sought. Approaches to government to achieve goals should be coordinated through NDS. A proposal to amend the existing policy review and amendment statement to include processes for consultation and implementation will be considered by the Board at its next meeting.
Blind Citizens Australia: The consumer body needs to be strengthened through financial and human resources so that it can expand its role. The ABF should work to assist this to happen.
ATTACHMENT B
PRESENTATION TO THE ABF MEMBERS’ FORUM

Thursday 16 October 2008

RIDBC: Professional publications and contribution

Dr Mike Steer, Senior Lecturer, RIDBC Renwick Centre

The RIDBC Renwick Centre is a centre for research and professional studies in the field of education for children who have sensory disabilities. It offers: 

· postgraduate courses 

· research fellowships 

· professional development for Institute staff 

· continuing education programs for internal and external teachers, therapists, professionals and parents concerned with the education of children with sensory disabilities 

The Centre is administered by RIDBC and is affiliated with the University of Newcastle. In addition to research carried out as part of postgraduate studies, the Centre maintains an active program of research into a range of aspects of the education of children with sensory disabilities as well as a Continuing & Professional Education Program. There are currently 19 faculty and staff members and an additional 14 RIDBC and Guide Dogs NSW/ACT staff members who frequently support Centre programs and activities. There are currently 153 active postgraduate students on Centre files. 

The Centre Library is a highly specialised resource locus providing an efficient information service to support the Centre’s research and postgraduate programs as well as the professional requirements of RIDBC staff. The Centre also manages King House, RIDBC’s residential wing.

Vision Impairment Professional Publications

In addition to the Centre’s textbook:

Kelly P & Gale GM (1998) Towards excellence: Effective education for students with vision impairments. NSW: North Rocks Press

The Centre plays a central role in producing the following publications:
1 Journal of South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment (JSPEVI)

Produced every two years to coincide with the SPEVI Biennial Conference (2009 will be held in Adelaide), JSPEVI is intended to provide a forum for scholarly exchange among people dedicated to and involved with the education and development of children, young adults and adults who are blind or vision impaired, particularly .in the South Pacific region 

Articles considered for publication include:

· original research, with practical relevance to the education of persons who are blind or vision impaired,

· critical reviews of substantive areas

· theoretical position papers

· descriptions, reviews or evaluations of innovative instructional curricula, programs or models of education for persons who are blind or vision impaired,

· conceptual papers, comprehensive reviews, case studies and policy analyses.

2 International Journal of Orientation & Mobility (IJOM)

IJOM is a new Australian-based serial sponsored by Guide Dogs NSW/ACT and produced collaboratively with RIDBC Renwick Centre. It is a peer-reviewed journal that explores issues and contributes new knowledge to the field of Orientation & Mobility (O&M) (including Guide Dog Mobility). The IJOM seeks to strengthen dialogue within the O&M field around the world and facilitate communication among instructors and service providers from a variety of cultural backgrounds. 

The IJOM publishes qualitative and quantitative research articles and analyses, essays, conceptual papers, historical commentaries, comprehensive reviews, case studies, policy analyses, and innovative practice reports and evaluations on a wide variety of issues and topics related to the O&M of people with vision impairments. The Editors also aim at providing a forum for discourse, debate and critical analyses on any aspect of O&M, for example, existing philosophies, policy or practice. All manuscripts submitted to the IJOM are subject to a masked or blind review process. The categories currently available for publication include reports of original research, practice reports and commentaries. Manuscripts are accepted for publication with the understanding that they have not been published elsewhere.

Website: http://ijorientationandmobility.com/index.php?module=home
Deafblindness Publications

1 ADBC Beacon

The Australian DeafBlind Council (ADBC) was established following the National Deafblind Conference in Melbourne in 1993 as a network for deafblind people or other interested people. Its purpose is to be a national body representing people who are deafblind, their support networks and organisations working in the field. Membership is open to individuals who are deafblind, their families and other support people and organisations serving people who are deafblind and other interested people. ADBC is financed by subscriptions from members and government subsidy.The ADBC Executive Committee is composed as follows: three deafblind members, one family/support person member and three organisational or professional members. The president must be a person who is deafblind. RIDBC Renwick Centre produces the organisation’s newsletter (ADBC Beacon) three of four times a year. The newsletter draws heavily on reports produced by ABF’s Policy Officer.

2 Australian Report, DbI Review http://www.deafblindinternational.org/
DbI Review is the journal/print magazine of Deafblind International. It appears twice yearly, the two editions are dated January-June and July-December. All members of DbI receive the magazine.  It is available in English, Spanish and on disk. The Australian Report draws heavily on reports produced by ABF’s Policy Officer. 

ATTACHMENT C
PRESENTATION TO THE ABF MEMBERS’ FORUM

Thursday 16 October 2008
How can we plan a service for children with vision impairments without knowing how many, their location and their vision/health status? 

It is one of those curious facts that in Australia we still do not know how many children with vision impairments there are. We do not know their location, their age, their current vision impairment status, their acuity, and also if they have any other additional disabilities over an above their vision impairment. Why is it important to know these factors? I believe that in order to have successful and targeted services, and by services I mean the whole range of education, health and social care, we need to know exact, precise and specific numbers and if possible have a detailed profile of the population we are to serve. Meeting the needs of children with vision impairment is a very difficult and expensive business and as such surely having a system which identifies all children with vision impairment is a significant step in the right direction in order to meet the needs of this specialised target group. 

All of us know childhood vision impairment has far reaching effects throughout life. It can impact upon a child’s development, education, employment and social prospects. It can also lead to wide ranging effects upon the immediate family. Beyond the affected child and family, visual impairment creates financial implications for society, the provision of education, social and health services 

As stated above children with vision impairment require an integrated and tailored service provision that involves health, education, social work, and voluntary organisations. Accurate current data of the numbers, causes and level of visual impairment, and additional disabilities are required to plan and develop such a service. Perhaps a simple analogy would help. By not having accurate details on the numbers (and potential numbers) of users of our services is surely like an architect planning a large public building, but not knowing how many people will go into it, or consequently what the internal and external requirements should be.

I would like to talk about how such a system is being developed in New South Wales (including ACT), and how this collaborative approach will help all those that provide a service for children with vision impairments.

Dr John Ravenscroft

Senior Research Fellow, RIDBC
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