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1. NEWS FROM ABF MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES
- Guide Dogs Queensland Client on the Federal Election.  Patricia Stillman, a resident within the central Queensland seat of Hinkler, presents her views on the Federal Election.  Patricia would like to see a Federal Government do more to help people with disability return to the workforce.  Patricia’s My Vote video was originally broadcast on 22 July and is still available via the ABC News website.  

- RIDBC hosts a Visit from the Federal Member for Bennelong.  It is important that all members of Parliament to see first hand the work that is done within or near to their constituencies.  The Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children in North Rocks, NSW hosted a visit from Maxine McKew on 30 June.  The tour highlighted the educational services for children who have significant hearing and/or vision impairment.  It demonstrated how early detection and intervention programs for children significantly improve learning outcomes and language development.  More information on the visit can be found on the RIDBC website.
- Vision Australia Election Campaign.  Vision Australia has undertaken a number of initiatives to advocate for improved services to people with blindness or vision impairment and for all people with print disability during the Federal election.  Policy packs were distributed seeking support on policies including:
· Access to Published Information

· Access to Braille Literacy and Numeracy for Employment

· Access to Employment
Vision Australia has also been active with a number of media releases during the campaign.  More information can be found at the Vision Australia website via Facebook at “Visionaust Fedel” and via Twitter.

- Funding for Print Disability Services Program.  $1.4 million was announced by the Federal Government on 5 July to deliver the Print Disability Services Program in 2010/2011 which supports organizations to produce print material in alternative formats for people with disability who are unable to read, hold or manipulate standard printed material.  The five organizations funded are: Association for the Blind Western Australia, Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children, Royal Society for the Blind of South Australia, Vision Australia and People Learn Productions.

2. FEATURE ITEM: ELECTION PROMISES MADE TO DATE
- Australian Labor Party Promises
· A Federal Labor Government would commit to submitting a 10 year National Disability Strategy to COAG early in its next term, if re-elected.

· The Better Start for Children with a Disability initiative will offer up to $12,000 in funding for early intervention services for children under six with sight and hearing impairment, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome or Fragile X syndrome.  This promise is anticipated to help 7,880 children in the 0-6 age range.

· Additionally, children under 13 with listed disabilities will have improved access to new Medicare services in four allied health areas.  This promise is anticipated to help around 20,000 children aged 7-12.
· People with disabilities need have been promised improved access to supported accommodation services.  $60 million capital works funding is promised for providers who have secured recurrent funding to meet ongoing care costs. This promise should deliver an additional 150 places.
· A re-elected Federal Labor Government will establish an Office for the Non-Profit Sector supported by a new Non-Profit Sector Reform Council made up of representatives from across the sector.  It will also commission a scoping study for a national ‘one-stop-shop’ regulator for the non-profit sector to remove the complex regulatory arrangements currently in place and streamline reporting arrangements.
· $1 million is to be provided for digital playback devices and improved access to digital content in public libraries to better assist people with print disabilities.  Funding will be used to improve the availability of content (books, magazines and newspapers in suitable formats) and for the provision and maintenance of the appropriate assistive technology.  
- Liberal-National Coalition Promises
· The Education Card promised by an elected Liberal-National Coalition Government would provide portable funding to an estimated 6000 school children with disability - at a cost of $314 million over 4 years. The Coalition states the entitlement will follow the student and will bypass state educational bureaucracies, by being paid straight to education institutions.  The funding allocation would offer up to $20,000 per family per year, based on the child's needs and indexed.  

· If elected, under the Help Students with a Disability and their Families plan, a Liberal-National Coalition Government will work at a Ministerial Council level to secure national agreement on definitions of disabilities. Nationally consistent definitions are the first crucial step on the road towards providing greater assistance for all students with disabilities.  These categories will be adopted nationally to ensure consistency for parents, students, teachers, governments and relevant stakeholders.  The Coalition will ensure that this process is complete before 1 July 2011.

- Australian Greens Promises
Key features of the Australian Greens Disability Policy include: 

· to strengthen and provide funding for disability advocacy services, community education programs, and the removal of structural barriers to equality of access to education, training and employment; 

· to ensure a guaranteed decent income by increasing Disability Support Pension payments to adequately cover medical, transport, equipment and accommodation costs; 
· to provide meaningful employment and training opportunities which take into account the specific needs of people with disability; and
· to allow full tax deductibility for any aids, devices, special equipment or services which directly assist people with disability in finding and maintaining employment.
Senator Rachel Siewert, Greens spokesperson on Disabilities, has promised transformative change in the way disability services are delivered.  She has committed the Greens to work with Australia’s next government to ensure the rights of people living with a disability are upheld, and that personalized support services are made readily available.  The Greens consider that it is a basic human right, as well as being good economic and social policy, that a person with a disability – no matter how the disability was acquired – should have appropriate and adequate support services that are equitable, efficient and fair.  
3. FEATURE ITEM: VOTING SUPPORTS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY
The Australian Election Commission (AEC) has a range of supports available now to assist people with disability to cast their vote in the 2010 Federal Election on Saturday 21 August 2010.

People with blindness or vision impairment have several supports available:

· The publication ‘Your Official Guide to the 2010 Federal Election’ is available online in a range of accessible formats, including large print, e-text and audio file.  Braille and other formats may be obtained by calling the AEC on 13 23 26
· A new system of telephone voting is now available at 125 locations across Australia to enable people with blindness or vision impairment to cast a vote in secret.  Voters using this service will have their name marked off the electoral roll and then cast their vote in private over the phone.  

· Voting may also be conducted at the following blindness or vision impairment service providers:

New South Wales
Vision Australia 4 Mitchell St, Enfield NSW 2136
Queensland

Queen Alexandra Home 347 Old Cleveland Road, Coorparoo QLD 4151

South Australia

Royal Society for the Blind Blacks Rd, Gilles Plains SA 5086
Victoria

Vision Australia 454 Glenferrie Rd, Kooyong VIC 3144

Vision Australia 79 High St, Belmont VIC 3216

Vision Australia 2a Mouritz St, Warragul VIC 3820
Western Australia

Association for the Blind – Guide Dogs WA 61 Kitchener Ave, Victoria Park WA 6100

Telephone voting is available at all locations listed above.  Opening hours for voting at all service providers is:
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm

Saturday 14 August 9.00am to 4.00pm

Thursday 19 August 8.30am to 6.00pm

Friday 20 August 8.30am to 6.00pm

Saturday 21 August 8.00am to 6.00pm

The new telephone voting service is available now and will run up to and including Election Day – Saturday 21 August 2010.  It is really important that people with blindness or vision impairment are made aware of this new system and encouraged to participate.

The new system has been developed specifically for the 2010 Federal Election by the AEC in consultation with the Australian Blindness Forum, Blind Citizens Australia, the Australian Human Rights Commission and Vision Australia.  Work is also continuing in consultation to develop Telephone Voting Standards to guide future voting systems development for people with blindness or vision impairment.

People with deafness or hearing impairment can access information on voting by using the National Relay Service to call the AEC:

· TTY users phone 133 677 and ask for 13 23 26

· Speak and Listen (speech-to-speech relay) voice only users can phone 1300 555 727 and ask for 13 23 26.
People with mobility impairment can check in advance to find out access requirements at their preferred polling place:

· Go online to Where can I vote? and search for your closest polling place on the polling place locator.  Each polling place will be listed as either fully accessible or accessible with assistance. Each polling place has at least one wheelchair access table top voting screen.
· Call the AEC on 13 23 26 to check access availability

If anyone needs help to vote, all polling place staff are trained to assist voters directly or the voter can have a family member or friend assist.  Anyone who makes a mistake filling in their ballot paper should ask a polling official for a replacement ballot paper and start again.

4. ABF COMMITTEE NEWS
As members are aware, the ABF has 7 separate committees that create and implement ABF Policies.  The committees are created to address specific issues that affect people who are blind or vision impaired.

The committees are:

· Access to Equipment

· Access to Information

· Access to Premises 

· Braille Literacy and Numeracy

· Education and Children’s Services

· Employment

· National Vision Loss Rehabilitation Services Plan

This month’s featured committee is Braille Literacy and Numeracy.  The Committee undertakes actions to achieve the aim of the ABF Policy on Braille literacy, numeracy and information access that:
1) People who are blind, deafblind or severely vision impaired must have:

a) Sufficient opportunities to develop Braille competency,
b) Convenient and affordable access to equipment that is used for reading, writing, and the personal production of Braille, and 

c) Equitable access to information in Braille that is available to the general community in print formats.

Members of the Committee are:

Michael Simpson, Vision Australia (Chair)

Frances Gentle, RIDBC

Bruce Maguire, ABA

Haroon Probst, Guide Dogs Queensland
Debra Quinnell, Canberra Blind Society
Stefan Slucki, RSB-SA
Linda Triasmono, Blind Citizens Australia
Leona Holloway, Vision Australia

If you would like to get involved with any ABF Committee, please contact the Committee Chair or Annemarie Ashton via annemarie.ashton@nds.org.au or (02) 6283 3208

5. OTHER INFORMATION & PUBLICATIONS
- Call for Posters.  This is an opportunity to showcase your research or your organization’s services for the South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment 2011 Biennial Conference on 16-21 January 2011.  The conference theme is "Unlocking Student's Potential: What's working for you?"  All SPEVI members and conference participants are welcome to contribute posters.  Conference sponsorship opportunities are also now available.
- Improved Accessibility in Cinemas.  People with blindness or vision impairment and people with deafness or hearing impairment will be able to enjoy improved access to cinemas thanks to a landmark agreement to provide captioning and audio description services in Australia.  The Australian Human Rights Commission announced on 17 July that agreement had been reached between representatives from the disability sector and major cinema chains. 

By 2014, Hoyts, Village Cinemas, Event Cinemas and Reading International have agreed to provide captioning and audio description at every session in each of the 132 cinema complexes they operate throughout Australia and in multiple screens in the larger complexes – where currently only 12 screens provide captioning at three sessions per week, nationwide.  
6. NDS EVENTS

- NDS Employment Forum 2010

2010 begins a period of significant change for providers of employment services to people with disability.  Disability Employment Services are operating with a new service model which places an increased emphasis on employment outcomes. Providers are required to respond to consumer demand while adjusting to new funding tools, a revised performance framework and complex new rules. The challenges of providing high quality outcomes for people with disability while maintaining a sustainable service have altered.

Australian Disability Enterprises are also facing the prospect of change. The Government is developing a new vision for Australian Disability Enterprises.  Economic pressures and opportunities are directing providers to explore broader markets and establish cooperative business arrangements. Improving business performance while achieving better outcomes for supported employees will become both a priority and a balancing act.

National Disability Services is hosting a 2-day conference to equip delegates with knowledge and strategies to ensure they can continue to focus on the employment of people with disability as they meet the challenges ahead.  Registration is now open via the online registration website.  sarah.maguire@nds.org.auPlease contact Sarah Maguire on (02) 6283 3200 or  for general enquiries.

- NDS QLD Communities of Practice Conference 2010

This conference will be held from 18 to 19 October 2010 at the Brisbane Sofitel Hotel.  The conference will seek to set new benchmarks in collaboration, innovation and participation within the disability community.  Delegates will be invited to offer their voice and collectively explore shared challenges and visions for a brighter future.  The Online Registration and Conference Program are both available from the website.  For more details please contact Jan Ungerer at NDS Queensland office on (07) 3357 4188 or jan.ungerer@nds.org.au
- NDS CEO Meeting: Policy and Management Advice for Decision-Makers 

The annual NDS CEO meeting will be held on 6 and 7 December 2010 at Rydges Lakeside in Canberra.  This annual highly-regarded event provides leaders from across the Australian disability services sector with analysis of national policy directions and advice on key management issues.  Registration is due to open in September/October 2010.

7. OTHER NATIONAL EVENTS

- Vision Australia Texpo 2010.  Vision Australia’s open days will showcase the latest technology and services for people who are blind or have low vision

· Melbourne, 454 Glenferrie Rd, Kooyong
Fri 27 August (10am – 4pm) & Sat 28 August (10am – 3pm)

· Brisbane, 373 Old Cleveland Rd, Coorparoo
Tues 31 August (2pm – 7:30pm) & Wed 1 September (10am – 3pm)

· Sydney, 4 Mitchell St, Enfield
Fri 3 September (10am – 4pm) & Sat 4 September (10am – 3pm)

For further information see the Texpo page or call 1300 84 74 66.
- ‘B in CHARGE’ Conference will be held at the Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle WA, on 8 to 10 October 2010.  For more information, please see the CHARGE Syndrome Association of Australasia website.

- 4th Australasian Orientation and Mobility Conference will be held on 24 - 26 November 2010 at The Women's College, University of Sydney.  The event will be hosted by Guide Dogs NSW/ACT.  This is a conference for the professional development of Orientation and Mobility specialists, including Guide Dog specialists and those with an interest in vision impairment.  For more information please see the conference website.
- Connecting Up Australia (operators of the DonorTec program) is joining forces with the Community’s ‘Communities in Control’ conference to host a blockbuster nonprofit event week in Melbourne.  ‘Communities in Control’ will be held on 30 to 31 May 2011 and be immediately followed at the same venue by ‘Connecting Up 2011’ on June 1 and 2.  For more information please see the OurCommunity website
8. INTERNATIONAL NEWS & EVENTS
- The Royal National Institute of Blind People in the UK publishes a range of magazines in audio, Braille, e-mail and clearprint, including:
· Insight magazine for teachers and parents of blind and partially sighted children and young people from 0 to 25 years, including those with complex needs 

· Access magazine for professionals working in accessibility and design 

· Vision magazine, the award-winning lifestyle magazine for our blind and partially sighted members 

Find out more at the RNIB magazines web-page.
- 2011 Biennial Conference of the South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment (SPEVI) is to be held from 16 to 21 January 2011 in Sydney.

The theme is "Unlocking Student's Potential: What's working for you?"  The program will be important for educators, vision professionals including the allied professions, ophthalmologists, orthoptists, opticians, pediatricians, GP's, teacher aides, agencies, parents and community groups. The program will feature an impressive array of high quality guest speakers from our South Pacific Region.  Please see the Conference Flyer on the SPEVI Homepage for more information.

- International Mobility Conference 2012, ‘Mobility through the Ages, Up, Over and Down Under’ will be held in Palmerston North, New Zealand on 13 to 17 February 2012. The call for abstracts opens in February 2011 and closes 30 April 2011. To register your interest, please see the conference website. 

9. NOTABLE QUOTES
Never vote for the best candidate, vote for the one who will do the least harm. – Frank Dane
- End Notes

Getting more information on issues in the ABF/NDS Update: Unless otherwise stated, please contact Annemarie Ashton at annemarie.ashton@nds.org.au, phone 02 6283 3208.
Reproducing information from the ABF/NDS Update: Anyone may reproduce any of the information in this Update, with appropriate acknowledgement of the source. 

About AUSTRALIAN BLINDNESS FORUM http://www.australianblindnessforum.org.au 
Australian Blindness Forum (ABF) was first formed as an unincorporated body in 1992, funded only by its members. In April 2007, the ABF became an Australian public company limited by guarantee, funded by its members and governed by a board of directors. The purpose of the ABF is to operate as a peak body representing the blindness sector for the benefit of people who are blind or vision impaired. The Policy Officer (Australian Blindness Forum) is located at the ABF registered office, 33 Thesiger Court, Deakin ACT 2600 – contact Annemarie Ashton, email annemarie.ashton@nds.org.au, phone 02 6283 3208. 

About NATIONAL DISABILTY SERVICES http://www.nds.org.au 
National Disability Services (NDS) is the national industry association for disability services, representing over 650 not-for-profit organizations. Collectively, NDS’ members operate several thousand services for Australians with all types of disability. NDS’s members range in size from small support groups to large multi-service organizations, and are located in every State and Territory across Australia.
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