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1.   Introduction of Gabrielle Mullen

Gabrielle Mullen has joined NDS in the joint role as Policy Adviser, Sensory Disability and as Policy Officer for the Australian Blindness Forum.  

Gabrielle has a background of policy development and strategy from working in the federal government and for ten years in the Northern Territory Government.  Gabrielle has worked across a range of portfolio areas, including remote area telecommunications, juvenile justice and information and communication technology.  Recently, Gabrielle was Manager, Business Development Unit at Charles Darwin University which involved project management, establishing research consulting and contract management.  Gabrielle has been a member and President of the YWCA of Darwin. She moved to Canberra with her husband and son last year.  

2.   A.G.M. and Members Forum
The A.G.M. and Members Forum is scheduled for Tuesday 11th of October to be held at National Disability Services, 33 Thesiger Court, Canberra.
With the many developments in disability occurring across Australia including the Productivity Commission Reports (refer below), National Disability Insurance Scheme and move to individualized funding this promises to be a very interesting day.

We will shortly be calling for expressions of interest for papers to be delivered on the day and your early confirmation of attendance once the formal invitation has been released will be appreciated.
3.   Productivity Commission Update
Inquiry into Disability Care and Support
This Productivity Commission is now completing its Final Report into a long-term disability care and support scheme, this has to be submitted in July for the Government’s consideration.  The ABF and many members made submissions and presentations following the ABF Forum held in Canberra regarding the specific issues for people who are blind or vision impaired and the potential impact of a national disability insurance scheme (NDIS).  ABF members expressed significant concerns at the time with regard to both issues.
These submissions and presentations are available at the Productivity Commission website http://www.pc.gov.au/projects/inquiry/disability-support and a number including the ABF’s submission are also available on the ABF website.

As a result of the ABF’s submission we have been contacted to provide further information on the incidence levels and support needs of people who are blind or vision impaired. Nominations and suggestions have been sought from members to assist in this process.

The Government has until the last Parliamentary sitting day of this year (November 24) to release their decision on the report.  See the Productivity Commission website for more information.
Inquiry into Caring for Older Australians

This Productivity Commission is due to submit its final report to the Federal Government into Australia’s aged care arrangements this month.  This inquiry has particular relevance to ABF Members due to issues affecting people with blindness or vision impairment as they age and the increasing numbers of people with age-acquired blindness or vision impairment. The more so given the recommendation of the Productivity Commission inquiry into Disability and Support which recommends that people with a disability over the age of 65 years have their needs met by the Aged Care Sector for which no provision or reference is made in this draft report. 
See the website for more information http://www.pc.gov.au/projects/inquiry/aged-care 
A special ABF Update summarizing the ABF’s position following the recent Forum on these Draft reports will be circulated shortly.

4.   FEATURE ITEM: Federal Budget 2011 – Impact for Vision Impaired
The Federal Budget brought down some modest measures for people with a disability.  A brief summary is outlined below:
A Better start for Children with Disability – Early Intervention

The Government will provide $146.5m over 5 years to improve access to intensive early intervention services for children with sight or hearing impairments, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, or Fragile X syndrome.  Eligible children under 6 years will be able to access up to $12000 for early intervention services, with a maximum of $6000 in any one year.  From 1 July 2011, funding will be available for services such as speech pathology, audiology, occupational therapy, physiotherapy, psychology and orthoptics.  Families will have until their child turns seven to use the early intervention funding.

Also eligible children up to 15 years will have access to diagnosis and treatment services funded through Medicare, provided a treatment plan is in place before the child turns 13.  A $2000 one off payment will be available to children of families living in outer-regional, rural and remote areas to help meet some of the cost of accessing services.  
Hearing Services Program

Government is providing an additional $47.7m over 4 years to improve access to services in the Hearing Services Program.  This additional funding will help cover increased take up of implantable technology such as cochlear devices; and the age level has been expanded to include adults between 21 and 25 years inclusive to ensure those that are studying, training or establishing their careers are assisted.  
For more information go to http://www.budget.gov.au/
5.
FEATURE ITEM:  National Broadband Network and Household Assistance Scheme – Digital Switchover
The National Broadband Network (NBN) is public infrastructure that will provide high-speed access to services such as the internet, electronic home and business applications, e-health records, and research, games, media and other services, to all premises in Australia.  

In brief, the NBN is being built by NBN Co Limited – a wholly Government-owned company, and most premises will be connected via fibre-optic cable (93%) and the remaining in rural and remote areas will get fixed wireless or satellite connections.  The infrastructure is due to be completely rolled out around Australia by 2020.  Customers will still use telco companies such as Telstra, Optus, iiNet and Primus and they will connect you to the new equipment.  You will get a Network Termination Device or “NBN box” inside your premises or in a few cases on the outside wall.  ACCAN (Australian Communications Consumer Action Network) is a group that is strongly lobbying to ensure that issues for people with a disability are included in the NBN.
ACCAN’s recommendation is that this is an important issue and to think about your use of broadband services now and in the future.  In the initial roll-out, implementation of equipment is free to all premises, and we recommend that everyone agree, or if you are in rented accommodation that you make sure your landlord agrees, to have the equipment installed.  If you decide to connect later, it could be very costly.  Also, more government services for health and education, information and communications are expected to be more utilised as the fast access speeds increase their usage.  Any specific equipment you currently use, such as a Vocal Phone Dialer or telephone, will be connected in the same way.  

For more information visit www.accan.org.au
Household Assistance Scheme

The Household Assistance Scheme (HAS) provides set top boxes to people on lower incomes or on the Age Pension, the Disability Support Pension or receiving a Carer Payment, who have a disability, seniors and those living in remote areas to ensure they will have uninterrupted access to television as the switchover from analog to digital television progresses around the country (happening currently).  The Government will provide recently developed set-top boxes that can be used by blind and vision-impaired citizens to those that need them.  The Government will provide installation, in-home demonstrations and access to a free hotline for 12 months after installation of the set-top box.  Go to http://www.centrelink.gov.au/internet/internet.nsf/individuals/digital_tv_switchover.htm or phone Centrelink on 1800 55 64 43 for more information.
6.  FEATURE ITEM: Australian Films to be captioned and audio described.  
Screen Australia announced that as a condition of funding from 1 July 2011 it would require films to be delivered both captioned and audio described. It is already an existing requirement for films to be captioned.  

This initiative follows recommendations from the Federal Government’s Media Access Review final report and provides some 600,000 blind or visually impaired Australians access to an audio described feature film experience in an effort to improve accessibility of Australian feature films.  Screen Australia CEO Ruth Harley said, “Better and more equitable audience access to Australian films at a reasonable cost is a benefit for the industry and community as a whole.”

The government is funding a national upgrade of cinemas to be caption and audio description compliant by 2013. The new requirement for Screen Australia–funded feature films to be both captioned and audio described will mean films are available in time for the completion of this upgrade.
7.  ABF COMMITTEE NEWS
The ABF membership has been exceptionally busy over the last few months in responding to the Productivity Commission Draft Reports.  In spite of this we are pleased to provide updates on some of the committee work occurring. We would encourage all members to get involved in supporting the work of the individual committees which include:
· Access to Information, Chair Mr Tony Starkey


Access to Premises, Chair Mr Tony Starkey


National Vision Loss Rehabilitation Strategy, Chair Ms Julie Heraghty


Employment, Chair Mr Andrew Daly


Education and Children’s Services, Ms Cheryl Pascual
For further information on how to participate please contact Gabrielle at gabrielle.mullen@nds.org.au 
National Vision Loss Rehabilitation Strategy
The Department of Disability Health and Ageing is conducting a stocktake of vision care services as part of a review under the National Eye Health Framework.  As a result of this stocktake the National Vision Loss Rehabilitation Working Group has been disbanded.  The following is advice from FacHSIA of the way forward:

“I am writing to inform you of the discontinuation of the Low Vision Services Working Group.

As you will recall, the Low Vision Services Working Group was originally established after submissions in May 2006 to the Community and Disability Services Ministers' Advisory Council from peak bodies concerned that low vision and rehabilitation had not been included in the National Framework for Action to Promote Eye Health and Prevent Avoidable Blindness and Vision Loss. 

FaHCSIA organised and chaired the Working Group which comprised members from all jurisdictions, (except NT and Tasmania), the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) and the Department of Health and Ageing (DoHA).

At the Working Group's last meeting on 29 October 2010, members agreed that the need for a separate Low Vision and Rehabilitation Framework should be considered as part of a review of the National Framework being undertaken by DoHA in the first half of 2011. I understand DoHA has since engaged Vision 2020 to undertake a National Stocktake of all current eye health and vision care programs and activities with the aim of enabling the identification of current gaps and covering linkages to programs and initiatives in relation to low vision and rehabilitation.

You may be interested to know that FaHCSIA has recently provided input to the National Stocktake detailing its programs and systems that support the management of low vision and blindness. 

As such, the original intent of the Low Vision Services Working Group has now been replaced by the broader goals of the National Framework which will feed

into future strategic planning for the eye health and vision care sector. Eye health and vision care issues highlighted in the results of the Stocktake

will be taken up by FaHCSIA in consultation with the newly established Chronic Disease Prevention and Service Improvement Fund, which will be run out of

the Mental Health and Chronic Disease Division of DoHA from July 2011. 

It is therefore appropriate to now formally discontinue the Working Group. FaHCSIA is in the process of notifying all members of the discontinuation of

the Low Vision Services Working Group”.  

ABF has been assured by FaHCSIA that they will be consulted once DoHA and FaHCSIA have met.
Work Experience Trial

The ABF Employment Subcommittee has previously written to FaHCSIA and DEEWR seeking employment placement opportunities for young adults who are blind or vision impaired.  Both have responded positively to this initiative and a trial has just been successfully completed in South Australia.

Feedback from the client and FaHCSIA was that both the student and themselves benefited substantially from the experience and they are willing to support the continuation and growth of this ABF initiative.

The ABF is now seeking members expressions of interest to participate in this program Nationally.

8.    NDS NEWS
Review of The Disability Standards for Accessible Public Transport 2002 (Transport Standards)

The Federal Government released its response to Transport Standards on 3 June 2011.  Since the introduction of the standards there have been some improvements in infrastructure and service delivery such as tactile ground indicators and easier to access information.  More information can be found at: http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/transport/disabilities/review/  
Housing Assistance in Australia   

The report Housing Assistance in Australia 2011 (PDF 1.68MB), released today by The Australian Institute for Health and Welfare, confirms the significant housing stress experienced by people with disability and their need for support through social housing programs.
World Report on Disability

NDS welcomed the release of the World Report on Disability on 9 June at the UN Headquarters in New York.

This report, by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the World Bank, gives an extensive picture of the global situation of people with disabilities, their needs and the barriers they face to participating fully in their societies.  It also provides guidance to governments on implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability (CRPD).

Health and Disability Policy 
NDS has produced a policy paper, Health and Aged Care Reforms: What they could offer people with disability which analyses two current reforms - the National Health and Hospitals Network Agreement and the National Partnership Agreement on Preventive Health.  

The paper proposes initiatives which would help ensure that the opportunities to improve the health and wellbeing of people with disability are realised.  It outlines implications of the health reforms and proposes a range of responses which would improve the lives of people with disability. These include improving arrangements for people who are ageing with disability; funding retirement for those seeking it; ensuring Medicare Locals have a dedicated focus on the health and wellbeing of people with disability; establishing a network of specialist mental health providers with expertise in cognitive impairment; and tailoring health promotion specifically for people with disability.  More information at http://www.nds.org.au/news/article/1160
Self Assessment Tool for Not for Profit Organisations  

Progress for Providers is a self assessment tool developed by providers and funders in the UK and Australia and available from NDS.  The resource covers key areas of change and development to assist providers to think about and plan their progress in delivering personalised services and checking the health of their organisation.

NDS is endorsing the resource because the areas of change and development were identified by working with providers who have already made significant progress, and by asking them what they needed to change.  Moreover, it addresses areas not typically associated with developing a 'person centred culture', in particular the back office arrangements such as finance and marketing that will need to be carefully considered, and to effectively support organisations transition toward more personalised services.  It also recognises that many providers have made considerable progress already, but that development is often uneven and subject to particular local circumstances. 

Go to www.nds.org.au/publications and look for Progress for Providers for information.

9.    INTERNATIONAL: 
World Blind Union  (WBU)

The ABF is the Australian member of the WBU.  Current delegates are:  Ms Cheryl Pascual, Ms Robyn Gaile, Mr Andrew Daly, Dr Kevin Murfitt.

Members of WBU’s Right 2 Read Working group will be attending the World Intellectual Property Organization Standing Committee on Copyright & Related Rights in Geneva over the next two weeks as we continue to advocate for our Treaty for the Visually Impaired.

The 2010 World Blind Union’s Annual Report is available on the website by following this link: English: http://www.worldblindunion.org/en/our-work/stratplan/Documents/Annual%20Report%202010%20with%20pics%20-Eng.doc  Financial documents are also on the WBU website under “About WBU”.
The Audio Description Toolkit is now available in English on the WBU website at: http://www.worldblindunion.org/en/our-work/campaigns/Pages/AccessToTechnology.aspx  The French and Spanish versions will soon follow. Note, the links on page 20 of the document are not all functional; this will be fixed at a later time. 

June 9th the World Disability Report was launched at UN Headquarters in New York.  The report is now available at: http://www.who.int/ /world_report/en/index.html.  Link to YouTube videos “What’s disability to me?” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_2ZEwhh9WQ
Ageing and Visual impairment – the report done by the Elderly working group is now available (in English only) on the WBU website at: http://www.worldblindunion.org/en/resources/general-documents/Documents/Ageing%20and%20visual%20impairment%20Report%20-May%202011.doc    The French and Spanish versions will soon follow.

Andrew Daly currently is a representative on this committee and would appreciate any feedback by adaly@rsb.org.au 

World Sight Day

World Sight Day is Thursday October 13th and White Cane Safety Day is October 15th.  Start to think of activities your organization can do to celebrate these days.  We will share member ideas as they come in.
10.   ABF Member Articles

This is a new section that ABF is introducing to highlight initiatives and share ideas across our Sector. Whilst it will be only a few per issue we would appreciate members forwarding articles for future inclusion.

Preferred format is a word document of three to four paragraphs.  Please send them to Gabrielle Mullen at gabrielle.mullen@nds.org.au
11.   NDS EVENTS

National Disability Services is hosting a two-day employment conference to help equip providers of disability employment services - open and supported - with knowledge and strategies to assist them to succeed in this demanding environment.

A new ten-year Vision is being developed for Australian Disability Enterprises, the funding model is under review, new performance indicators are being developed and wage assessment tools are under challenge. In the meantime, ADEs continue to face pressures from an ageing workforce, a capped program and a competitive commercial environment.

Disability Employment Services continue to adapt to a new service model which places an increased emphasis on employment outcomes; it requires further modification.  Service providers are grappling with financial pressures, a heavy compliance burden, a policy environment strongly focused on performance and a forthcoming competitive tender process.

The forum is being held on 5-6 September, and more information is at http://www.nds.org.au/events/1279677221
12.   INTERNATIONAL: OTHER ITEMS
Conferences:

July 3 to 8: 5th Institutional Development Program’s Africa Forum: Access Africa, in Accra, Ghana.  To register: http://www.perkins.org/idp/africa-forum/program/
Sept. 28 to 30: Braille21 Conference, in Leipzig, Germany. For information and registration: www.braille21.net
Oct. 4 to 8: European Blind Union’s 9th General Assembly 2011, in Fredericia, Denmark.  To learn more: http://www.euroblind.org/projects-and-activities/events/upcoming-events/nr/3
- End Notes

To get more information about the ABF or NDS Sensory Disability or to join the mailing list for the ABF/NDS Update please contact Gabrielle Mullen, Policy Advisor, by phone (02) 6283 3214 or via email at gabrielle.mullen@nds.org.au.
Reproducing information from the ABF/NDS Update: Anyone may reproduce any of the information in this update, with appropriate acknowledgement of the source. 

About AUSTRALIAN BLINDNESS FORUM 
Australian Blindness Forum (ABF) was first formed as an unincorporated body in 1992, funded only by its members. In April 2007, the ABF became an Australian public company limited by guarantee, funded by its members and governed by a board of directors. The purpose of the ABF is to operate as a peak body representing the blindness sector for the benefit of people who are blind or vision impaired. 

About  NATIONAL DISABILTY SERVICES.  National Disability Services (NDS) is the national industry association for disability services, representing over 650 not-for-profit organizations. Collectively, NDS’s members operate several thousand services for Australians with all types of disability. NDS’s members range in size from small support groups to large multi-service organizations, and are located in every State and Territory across Australia.
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