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Dear Colleagues, 

Since my last update in June 2011, your representatives on the WBU AP Board and Policy Council have been very busy. Please find below an update on initiatives of interest for delegates and friends in the Asia-Pacific region, with a focus on initiatives that involve our Pacific-Oceania sub-region.

Firstly, the new Danida capacity building project 2011-2013 that focuses on assisting blindness organizations in Mongolia and Laos, but has also now a third area of focus in providing funds to assist the development of  the WBU-AP Board and Policy Council itself and blindness organizations across the whole region.

*The major recent developments have been the launching of our WBU-AP website through the work of Mr Wong Yoon Loong who is employed to develop the website by the DINEDA/WBU Project.

(see below for further details on the website from Secretary-General)

The Project Steering Committee also met last month in Denmark and progress to date on the whole project was reported and discussed. I will let you know when info about the progress to date is loaded up on the website.

     

The website launch and other information from Secretary-General Ivan:

I have much pleasure to inform you of the following, and also to request you for suggestions:

1. The WBUAP Website: At last our website http://wbuap.org is up and running. Our thanks go to the WBUAP-DANIDA Project for engaging Mr. Wong Yoon Loong as the Regional Communications Co-ordinator for designing and helping to upload information, and for paying the starting costs for the website. Our thanks also go to the National Council for the Blind, Malaysia (NCBM) for agreeing to pay for the yearly subscription for the next two years.

Please visit the website and give your comments on its usability. Also, give your suggestions as to how we can make our website a "living" instrument for the sharing of knowledge and experiences.

2. New Vice-President: This is to inform you that Ms. Martine Abel-Williamson from New Zealand has been elected the new Vice-President of WBUAP with effect from 1 August 2011. We extend to her our heartiest congratulations as she assumes this responsible position for the remaining term of this Quadrennium.

Back to Kevin:

Free Audio Books from Vision Australia
Late last year, with approval of Australia’s copyright agency, I mailed packages of books on audio-cassette from Vision Australia to all Pacific DPOs. I ask that each DPO make the audio-books available to any of their members who wished to use them. I also encouraged DPOs to let me know if they want more audio books sent. This offer has been taken up so far by Noru, Kirabati, Fiji, PNG, and Vanuatu.
 
Vision Australia  has a large collection of audio books oncassette that are now surplus to requirements so we would welcome any further requests. Also, if any country or organization has difficulty receiving parcels due to import duty etc. please let me know and I will seek a solution to that. 

*We are now negotiating with the federal government for funding to ship larger quantities of our surplus audio books to Fiji and PNG.

 
WBU-AP Equipment recycling Web Site

The WBU-AP Equipment Recycling initiative presented at the 2008 WBU General Assembly continues to provide low tech products to Asia-Pacific countries for free, with the latest contributions from Australia being Copies of freeware screenreader program NVDA (non-visual digital access) on CD for Papua New Guinea Blind Union (PNG-BU) Committee of management members to take back to their provinces for distribution to people who would benefit from a screenreader; and white canes, talking clocks, and magnifyers to PNG-BU COM members. 

Donations of low tech equipment and requests for equipment tend to come through networks or person to person conversations rather than through the website probably because good internet access is still not available easily across the Asia-Pacific region. (website address is www.rsb.org/wbu )

Papua New Guinea Blind Union (PNG-BU)

As Chair of WBU Pacific-Oceania sub-region I assisted Special member of WBU, Papua New Guinea Blind Union, to submit a successfull funding application to the Pacific Disability Forum, to enable PNG-BU to hold another leadership development and governance workshop with a view to  planning and holding a general assembly and national elections in early 2012. This will assist PNG-BU can become eligible for full membership of WBU. 

I co-facilitated this workshop in Goroka PNG in October with the Chair of PNG’s National DPO (disabled persons organization), and Martin Kawage, Chair of PNG-BU. The workshop was held over two days at Mt Sion Training and Resource Centre (formerly Mt Sion School for the blind. Participants worked very hard particularly on clarifying their leadership roles in their own regions and more broadly, and on developing an effectibve communication strategy. The most widely used and cost effective means of communication is mobile phone so access to talks software for mobile phones to enable texting is now a sought after technology. If anyone can assist in this regard please contact me.

Assistance to Philippine Blind Union

WBU-AP Board and Policy Council recently  approved an amount of Aus $1,000 for the Philippine Blind Union to hold a Strategic Workshop to re-activate their organisation. That Workshop was held from 14 - 16 October and it was attended by Dato' Kula as President. He announced to the gathering of our contribution, and is confident that PBU will successfully re-engage as a financial member of WBU.

WIPO treaty on limitations and exceptions for the print disability community

As I write this Maryanne Diamond (WBU President) is in Geneva about to start the next round of negotiations on this crucial issue for access to information for people who are blind or have low vision across the world. We wish her and other colleagues the best of luck. A recent correspondence from Chris Friend, who is working with Maryanne on the treaty is pasted below for info.

Message from: Chris Friend CFriend@sightsavers.org

Dear Friends,,

Please circulate the important message below about the choice of international instrument which is to be decided at WIPO's Standing Committee on copyright next week as the outcome of the decision, whether   to make it a binding Treaty or a non-binding Recommendation, will have significantly different outcomes for the print disabled reading community around the world.

You may have seen that the Information Society Project at Yale Law School has produced a paper entitled "Addressing the Proposed WIPO International Instrument on Limitations and Exceptions for Persons with Print Disabilities: Recommendation or Mandatory Treaty?"

The paper is now up on the Yale ISP website of working papers:/ http://www.law.yale.edu/intellectuallife/6564.htm

Their in-depth analysis shows that the options of soft law and a Two Step Approach (first soft law followed by a possible Treaty as still favoured by USA, Mexico, EU) are both technically inappropriate and totally inadequate as a solution to the challenge of removing copyright as an unreasonable or discriminatory barrier to accessible formats for print disabled readers.  The full paper provides lots of material for the negotiations at WIPO next week and is well worth reading in full.


Reminder about the WBU/ICEVI General Assemblys in Bangkok November 2012

(an excerpt from  a joint letter from WBU and ICEVI Presidents)

Overall, this is what the WBU and ICEVI General Assembly events will look like:

· The entire event takes place over the period of November 10 to 18, 2012 in Bangkok, Thailand.  Some events are specific to WBU, some will be specific to ICEVI members and there will be overlapping days that will be attended by members of both organizations. We want members from both organizations to feel welcome to attend the events of the other, and this will be facilitated by special registration fees for those who decide to participate in the entire series of events

· November 10 – 11: WBU Diversity Forum

· November 12 – 16: WBU General Assembly

· November 15 – 18: ICEVI meetings and General Assembly

· November 15 – 16 will be joint program days where we will have joint sessions for both WBU and ICEVI participants for most of that two day period

· November 17 will be a joint strategy day with ICEVI and WBU related to EFAVI 

· November 18 the ICEVI General Assembly will be held

This is an overview of the program structure with detailed programming to follow to include times for the Executive Committees of both organizations to meet, and for formal closing of the WBU General Assembly which will take place on the Friday afternoon. This outline is essentially intended to give you an understanding of how the two General Assemblies and associated meetings will be structured.  We will also hold a joint gala dinner as well as a joint technology exhibit.

We hope that the members of our two organizations are as excited as we are about this collaborative event. We believe that it will provide an excellent opportunity for organizations of blind persons, for service providers and educators to come together for mutual sharing and learning. We believe that we will be able to attract some excellent speakers of international caliber for our joint sessions and that technology exhibitors will be eager to participate.  We also recognize that many of our members traditionally attend both WBU and ICEVI events and will therefore be able to take advantage of these joint activities.  We also anticipate a positive reaction from organizations that traditionally sponsor delegates to both events.  

Over the coming months you will hear much more from us about the programs, and the local arrangements.  The time will pass quickly and it is now less than 20 months when we will meet in Bangkok.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Please contact me if you have any queries or comments. 

Kevin Murfitt

Chair

WBU AP-Pacific Oceania

Kevin.murfitt@visionaustralia.org
+61 458339432 

